
Summer Literacy  

Dear Parents, 

Summer is almost here!  It’s what kids have been waiting for since, well, last summer.  
It’s time to relax, right?  Well, yes.  Kids need to play and have fun with family and 
friends during the summer.  They definitely do.  However, just like our bodies need to 
maintain good health through exercise even when we’re not on a diet or in training, our 
minds need to stay active during the summer. 

Am I suggesting summer school for everyone? No.  Am I saying we need to formalize 
learning everyday? No way!  There are many ways in which we can keep kids thinking 
during July and August to keep them in tune for September. 

When kids don’t read over the summer, (or if they read texts that are too hard), their 
reading level often can drop two entire levels.  This is especially difficult for students 
who are struggling readers to begin with.  Kids should continue to read throughout the 
summer months to maintain their reading growth.   

The Reading List section of the district website provides grade level genre suggestions 
if you need ideas to get started, but feel free to go off the lists. If your child would like to 
read something else like nonfiction, magazines, or other fiction, that’s fine, too.  
Rereading favorite books is another good way to go!  This can help to build fluency.  
When choosing new fiction, remember that it’s better to choose something that feels a 
little too easy, rather than something that’s too hard. 

Encourage your child to write over the summer.  Anything is fine!  Just keeping in the 
habit of writing helps to maintain what has been learned.  Kids need to have choice in 
what they write, and it’s a great thing to do. 

In addition, continue reading aloud to students, throughout schooling.  The Reading List 
section of the website also contains information, links, and guidance on the value of 
reading aloud.  Here you can also find additional activity suggestions, as well as links to 
several summer reading programs offered through libraries and bookstores offering 
incentives.   

Just remember that summer should feel like summer!  But students are building a 
lifelong habit of literacy that does not stop just because school ends.  It can be done 
anywhere and anytime.  And that is what makes it so special!   

Enjoy! 

     Kristie Arnold 
Language Arts Department Head, K-6 

 


